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Information on Members’ Absences from Hong Kong
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Since February 2015, the Club has implemented two absence schemes under the Absent Membership
Bye-laws and the Members’ (Suspension of Privileges) Bye-laws respectively, so that: (a) Members
leaving Hong Kong permanently will make use of the Absent Membership Scheme; and (b) Members
leaving Hong Kong temporarily for a minimum period of one year may apply for Voluntary
Suspension in accordance with the Members’ (Suspension of Privileges) Bye-laws.
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Below is a comparison of the two schemes and their features. The English version shall prevail in case
of any inconsistency between the English and Chinese versions.
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An Absent Member is defined as a
former Member of the Club under
the Club’s Articles of Association
and will cease to be a Member if
the application is approved. He will
only enjoy limited rights in using
facilities during temporary visits to
Hong Kong
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No obligation to pay monthly
subscriptions
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May not own any race-horse

Aol HEEHAE BRI EE &R
May not be a supplementary card
holder of another Member
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May not use any racecourses and
clubhouse facilities, including
Beijing Clubhouse (except during
Temporary Reactivation of
Membership)
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May enjoy one temporary visit for
not more than 14 days in a 12-
month period by paying one
month’s subscription
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Waiver of monthly subscriptions
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May not own any race-horse
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May not be a supplementary card
holder of another Member
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May not use any racecourses and
clubhouse facilities, including Beijing
Clubhouse
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Currently equivalent to 9 months'
subscriptions of a Full Membership
(which applies to all membership
categories, and payable in advance)
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Currently equivalent to 3 months’
subscriptions of the respective
membership category for each year of
suspension (payable in advance)
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of
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Absent Members are former Members.
Application for reactivation is subject to the
approval of the Stewards in their absolute
discretion. Application for reactivation shall
be made within 3 months from the Absent
Member becoming ordinarily resident in

Hong Kong again.
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For Absent Members registered
before 1 February 2015, the
reactivation fee remains at the sum
equivalent to 3 months'
subscriptions of a Full Membership
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For Absent Members registered on
or after 1 February 2015, the
reactivation fee is currently
equivalent to 9 months'
subscriptions of a Full Membership
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For any Absent Member,
irrespective  of the date of
registration, who applies for
reactivation within 60 months of
absence, Stewards may impose
a reactivation fee that is
equivalent to the back-payment
of all subscriptions during the
period of absence in addition to
other conditions
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A Member under Voluntary Suspension retains
his membership status.
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Suspension is automatically lifted
upon expiry of the approved period.
Member is required to obtain a new
membership card to use of the
Members' facilities
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Lifting of suspension in advance of its
expiry period is permitted, but no
refund of the pre-paid registration fee
will be given
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For more details and the relevant application forms, please refer to member.hkjc.com website.
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FAQ on Absences
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I am emigrating to Australia and will not be returning to Hong Kong, but I would like to
maintain a link with the Club. What can I do?
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You may apply for Absent Membership by obtaining an Absent Membership Application Form
which is available at the member.hkjc.com website. However, application for Absent
Membership made within three years from election to the membership category to which you
belong at the time of application will generally not be approved.
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Absent Membership is intended for Members leaving Hong Kong permanently. You are required
to provide your overseas address and documentary proof for your absence to support your
application.
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Once the application is approved, you are required to return your racing badges, parking label
and membership cards, and settle your membership account which will include an Absent
Membership registration fee as determined by the Stewards. The current fee is equivalent to 9
months’ subscriptions of a Full Membership.
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Absent Membership is not intended for short term absence from Hong Kong. If you are leaving

Hong Kong temporarily for a minimum period of one year for work relocation or overseas study,

you are not eligible for Absent Membership. You may apply for Voluntary Suspension of

Membership which is explained at below.
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I am an Absent Member planning to come back for short visits from time to time to use the
Club’s facilities. What can I do?
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As an Absent Member, you may temporarily reactivate your membership once in every 12-
month by notifying the Club of your visit. During the visit, you may enjoy the facilities for a
maximum of 14 days by paying one month’s subscription.
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Any visit beyond 14 days in the 12-month period or subsequent visits in the 12-month period
will be subject to approval by the Stewards.
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I am an Absent Member intending to return to Hong Kong permanently and use Club’s
facilities. What can I do?
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You may apply for reactivation of your membership. You should make application for
reactivation within 3 months from becoming an ordinary resident in Hong Kong again.
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Please note that once becoming an Absent Member, you will instantly become a “former”
Member. Therefore your application for reactivation of your former membership is in the
absolute discretion of the Stewards who may reject the application or impose conditions for
reactivation.
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Generally speaking, an absence from Hong Kong for less than 60 months is not considered
by the Stewards as “leaving Hong Kong permanently”. In such situation, an approval of
your reactivation the Stewards may impose a reactivation fee that is higher than the
standard rate; it could be equivalent to the back-payment of all the monthly subscriptions
for the period of absence, unless the Absent Member can provide evidence that his return to
Hong Kong is unforeseeable at the time of his application for Absent Membership.
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Moreover, the Stewards may additionally impose further condition such as putting the name
of the Absent Member on the Full Membership waiting list if he was previously a Full
Member.
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For Absent Members who were registered before 1 February 2015, the reactivation fee will
remain at three month’s subscriptions of a Full Membership as compared with the current
reactivation fee of nine months’ subscriptions.
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I will be seconded by my company to work in our Sydney office for 3 years and will not be
using the Club’s facilities. What can I do?
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If you are leaving Hong Kong temporarily for a minimum period of one year for work relocation

or overseas study, you may apply for Voluntary Suspension of your membership privileges by

providing documentary proof for your absence. However, application for Voluntary Suspension

made within three years of election to the membership category to which you belong at the time

of application will generally not be approved.
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Approval for application for Voluntary Suspension is in the absolute discretion of the Stewards.
Once the application is approved by the Stewards, you are required to return your racing badges,
parking label and membership cards, and settle your membership account which will include an
annual registration fee for the period of your absence. The annual registration fee is equivalent to
3 months’ subscriptions of your membership category for each year of absence, and is payable in
lump sum for the whole period of suspension before commencement of your Voluntary
Suspension. Any period less than 12 months will be counted as one full year.
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During the period of suspension, you may not exercise any membership privileges including race
horse ownership and using Club’s facilities. However, you may be another Members’ guests
whenever you return to Hong Kong for short visits.
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Your membership privileges will resume automatically upon expiry of the approved period of
Voluntary Suspension and monthly subscriptions shall then become payable again. Before using
the Members’ facilities, you are required to obtain a new membership card. Should you wish to
extend your period of voluntary suspension, you are required to submit a new application for
Voluntary Suspension.
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You may also apply to lift the suspension any time before expiry of the approved period.
However the pre-paid registration fee will not be refunded pro-rata.
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I am moving to Canada to fulfil the residency requirement for maintaining my status as a
permanent resident. I do not know whether I would return to reside in Hong Kong after
such period. What are my options?
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You are advised to apply for Voluntary Suspension for such period if there is a possibility that
you would come back to live in Hong Kong again after you fulfil your residency requirements
and wish to keep your Club membership.
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Whilst you may apply for Absent Membership if you intend to leave Hong Kong permanently,
please note that an Absent Member is a former member of the Club with limited rights to use
Club facilities during short term visits to Hong Kong and a right to apply for reinstatement if you
become ordinarily resident in Hong Kong again. Approval for reinstatement is in the absolute
discretion of the Stewards and there is no guarantee that you will be reinstated. Further, if you
apply for reactivation within 60 months from registration as an Absent Member, the Stewards
may impose a reactivation fee equivalent to back payment of all monthly subscriptions payable
during your absence.
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If there is a possibility that you will return to reside in Hong Kong and wish to keep your
membership, Voluntary Suspension is a more flexible option as you can keep your membership
during the period of Voluntary Suspension. Your membership will automatically be reactivated
upon expiry of the Voluntary Suspension period or you may apply to lift the suspension at any
time when your return to Hong Kong before the expiry of the Voluntary Suspension period.
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Is there any limit on Voluntary Suspension period? What is the maximum period of each
application?
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Maximum period of each Voluntary Suspension application is 3 years and for the total Voluntary
Suspension period should not exceed 6 years throughout the membership tenure.

- End -

Effective on 1 July 2022



